LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

duced by its sponsor, President Wilson, in the particular and
recognised sense of " one who undertakes to do service for
another with regard to property placed in his hands by the
other"; "the other" in this case being the League of
Nations, while the " mandate " is the contraft under which
service is performed. But it was taken in Iraq in its other
sense, of " an authoritative requirement, as by a sovereign " ;
and the " mandatory " as one who exercised the authority.
Two widely different conceptions. Misunderstanding their
meaning, as they did, there was always intense eagerness on
the part of those in authority in Iraq, to get rid of the hated
expressions, as defining their relations with us, and much
needless controversy was the result

JLM's Government had indeed agreed on my recommen-
dation, that the terms of our mandatory relations with Iraq
should be set out in the form of a treaty, instead of as first
drafted, but King Faisal and his Ministers now went further
and pressed for the complete abrogation of the mandatory
relation, as being incompatible with the country's indepen-
dence, and its replacement by a simple treaty of alliance;
whereas the British Government had in mind a treaty within
the scope of the mandate. It was as I have said unfortunate
that this acute difference should have been synchronous with
the incident of the desert raid. The anti-mandate agitation
gained impetus and continued throughout the summer. In
June, a vigorous campaign Started in the Arab Press ; symp-
toms of disorder again began to appear on the Euphrates,
while the collection of revenue dropped to vanishing point,
and though at the end of June the Council of Ministers
accepted the treaty, it was with the characteristic reservation
that it should not be ratified until agreed to by the forth-
coming Constituent Assembly. The month of August was
marked by the formation of two extremist political parties,
and on the i6th of that month the whole of the existing
moderate Cabinet, unable to keep the extremist elements
within bounds, resigned, with the exception of the Naqib
who retained his post as Prime Minister k the hope of pre-
venting a land-slide,
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